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ALL INDIA COUNCIL FOR TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Webshe ; www.aicte-india.org

(A Statutory Body of the Gowt. of India)
F.No.AICTE/P&AP/2024

(Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)
Nelson Mandela Marg, Vasant Kunj, New Deihi- 110070

Email-advpnap@aicte-india.org

Date: 27.05.2024

To

All Viee Chancellors of Technical Universities and
All Directors/ Principals of AICTE Approved Institutions,

Subject: National Inter-College Crossword Expedition 2024 (NICE-24).
Respected Sir/Madam,

Crosswords have a proven track record of being an excellent learning tool and at the
same time providing a fun-filled pastime. It is one exercise which comes with multiple
benefits which Enhances logical Reasoning, Strengthens Memory, Stimulates Problem-
Solving Skills, Sharpens Focus and Concentration, IEnhances Lateral Thinking and
Creativity, ensures a Decision-Making Bent of Mind, Provides a Sense of Accomplishment,
Builds Confidence, Enables You to Take Challenges, Augments Your Vocabulary

At a time when the job market is getting increasingly competitive, all the above
together arc a sinc qua non of building a bright career. Introduced in India in 2013 in
competitive formats across different tevels._gr_)lgi_ng cryptic crosswords has become not only
a popular pastime but also a mental training aid for thousands of students, professionals

and cven cmply neslers.

In order to bring about the crossword-solving culture in the institutcs of higher
education AICTE, Extra-C, IM Mumbay, IIT Madras have entered into MoU on 21.05.2024
and it has been decided to hold National Inter-College Crossword Expedition (NICE) (copy
of Mol is available on AICTE websitc) through a National Inter-College Crossword
Expedition (NICE), a contest involving solving of cryptic crossword clues. [Uis scheduled
1o be held between June- September 2024 and it will be conducted through both online

linitial rounds) and offline modes (zonal and national rounds).

The detailed guidelines/format for NICE 2024 and the tentative schedule of various

rounds is attached at Annexure. e, d_g_tf;l_q value luawg, lowg a~d eﬁeadut.
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ANNEXURE
GUIDELINESFORMAT FOR NICF 2024

Registrations

* Students of all recognized colleges/universities of India are eligible to panticipate in NICE 24

® Lligible students may Reglster for the contest on wwwerynticsipgl.com Those students who

had registered for NICE and are still studying, don't need to register afresh. While their
username would remain the same, they would be allotted fresh password for 2024.

* Username and password will appear on the screen afler successful registration and will be

emailed. The login credentials sent may be used for all the online rounds.
* Hoads of colleges/universities with over 100 registrants for NICE 24 till 30th June 2024 will get

& “NICE Roll of Honour' certificate from the organisers.
* The heads of institutions with the highest registrations, as on 30th June 2024, in each of the five

pones will receive a *NICE Star Promoter’ plaque and a certificate.

Online Rounds:

® There would be one online Practice Round to familiarize the students with the types of

questions/clues and the pattern of the contest.
® After the Practice Round, there would be four competitive online rounds, christened as N, 1, C,
F Rounds, respectively. o

* The rounds will involve solving five crossword clues with supplementary hints, which will be
posted at 1030 Hours IST on every Sunday on nice.crypticsingh.com or on android app NICE

(NICE-2024)
* The solutions will have to be submitted by 1700 Hours IST on the same day.

® Every Online Round will have two sets of winners, viz., NICE Round (N/I/C/E) Winners and

NICE Lucky Winners.
i HMMMMWM&MMonthebaai:ofmepoimswonbystudmu

based on speed and accuracy. The student with the fastest all correct solutions will be awarded

1000 points. The scores will move in a descending order based on the time taken and
correctness of the solutions.

é h“hmﬂMNlCELMMrdﬁ)ruchofﬁmomine Rounds which

. A cumulative individual score of all the participants

would be posted on nice.crypticsingh.com
for the Online Rounds will be used for making the Final Leaderboard after the completion of

the Online Rounds.
® The national winner of any of the Online Rounds will automatically qualify for the National
Finals, The zonal winner of any of the Online Rounds, will automatically qualify for the Zonal
m'-’# and zonal position holders, in each of the rounds will receive the

Performer certificates and plaques.

* Every Online Round will have NICE Lucky Winners from the Top 50 institutions participating
in “ﬂrmmmﬁhnulmupmiulpnm.wurdbeeugimm
_ ' These winners, dubbed as N, I, C, E Lucky winners, would be given

by the organisers.
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proceed 10 the On Stage Final Round

* The top three teams would quality from cach Zone for the Natlonal Finals to be held in Dethi in

August-September, The Grand Finale may also have Wild Card entries of the winners of Cliy-
level and Institutional level crossword contests, and any other outstanding team which could

oot participate in the Online Roundw/Zonal flnals for o valld resson The decision regarding
Wild Card entries taken by the onganisers Extra, would be final and binding

National Round

* Ihe final round will begin with & Weitien Prelims and an On-stage Qualifying Round where all

the qualily ing teams will participate. The quarer-finalists would be selected on the basis of the
scores of the Written round and the On-stage Qualifylng Round The Quarter I'innl, Semi-Final
snd the Final of the Grand Finale would be held subsequently, The National Round would be
designed to make it telecast/webeast compatible.

PRIZES & CERTIVICATES

* The winning team of the National Round will receive a cash prize of Rs 25,000, Team members
will also receive certificates and trophies,

* The Runner-up team of the National Round will receive a cash prize of Rs 20,000, Team
members will also receive certificates and trophies.

* The 2nd Runner-up team of the National Round will receive a cash prize of Rs 15,000, Team
members will also receive certificates and wophies,

* The winning team members of the Zonal Finals will receive rophies and centificates,

* All participants will receive certificates of participation.

* Leads of Institutions will also have special prizes and certificates, as mentioned earlier,
OTHER INFORMATION

¢ mﬂ—mmmwmamwm«mmm
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ANNEXURE
GUIDELINESFORMAT FOR NICE 2024

Regisirations

® Sradents of all recognized colleges/universities of India are eligible to participate in NICE 24

* Eligible students may Register for the contest on waww.crynticsingh.com Those students who
had registered for NICE and are still studying, don’t need 10 register afresh, While their
asername would remain the same, they would be allotted (resh password for 2024.

* Username and password will appear on the screen after successful registration and will be
emailed. The login credentials sent may be used for all the online rounds.

® Heads of colleges/universities with over 100 registrants for NICE 24 till 30th June 2024 will get
a ‘NICE Roll of Honour certificate from the organisers.

* The heads of institutions with the highest registrations, as on 30th June 2024, in each of the five
sones will receive a ‘NICE Star Promoter® plaque and a certificate.

Ounline Rounds:

® There would be one online Practice Round to familiarize the students with the types of

WMNMmlmofﬂEwmsL
® Afier the Practice Round, there would be four competitive online rounds, christened as N, I, C,
E Rounds, respectively.
® The rounds will involve solving five crossword clues with supplementary hints, which will be
ﬂuiﬂJOHmISTonwaySmﬁayonnioc.erypticsinleeomoronmdroidnpleCE
(NICE-2024)
® The solutions will have to be submitted by 1700 Hours I1ST on the same day.
'M,Muwm'llhvemmofﬁm.vihﬂlﬁw(ﬂnmwmd
NICE Lucky Winners.
* NICE Round (N/I/C/E) Winners would be decided on the basis of the points won by students
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proceed to the On Stage Final Round.
® The top three teams would qualify from each Zone for the Natlonal Finals to be held in Delhi in

August-September. The Grand Finale may also have Wild Card entries of the winners of City-
level and Institutional level crossword contests, and any other outstanding team which could
not participate in the Online Rounds/Zonal {inals for a valid reason, The decision regarding
Wild Card entries taken by the organisers Extra, would be final and binding.

f National Round

® The final round will begin with o Written Prelims and an On-stage Qualifying Round where all

the qualifying teams will participate. The quarter-finalists would be selected on the basis of the
scores of the Writien round and the On-stage Qualifying Round. The Quarter Final, Semi-Final
and the Final of the Grand Finale would be held subsequently. The National Round would be
designed to make it telecast/webcast compatible.

PRIZES & CERTIFICATES

* The winning team of the National Round will receive a cash prize of Rs 25,000, Team members

will also receive certificates and trophies.
® The Runner-up team of the National Round will receive a cash prize of Rs 20,000. Team

members will also receive certificates and trophies.
® The 2nd Runner-up team of the National Round will receive a cash prize of Its 15,000. Team

members will also receive certificates and trophies.
® The winning team members of the Zonal Finals will receive trophics and certificates.
® All participants will receive certificates of participation.
® Leads of Institutions will also have special prizes and certificates, as mentioned earlicr.
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